[Role of age in the process of the development of experimental alcoholism in rats of both sexes].
It has been shown that under free access to liquids 8% ethanol preference to water is developed more rapidly in sexually immature females and more slowly in sexually immature males as compared to sexually mature rats of the respective sex. Sexually immature animals of both sexes are involved simultaneously in the process of alcoholization. In sexually mature animals the degree of ethanol preference to water measured in grams of consumed alcohol per 1 kg body weight is 2--3 times greater than that in sexually mature ones and decreases with age. In sexually immature animals of both sexes the degree of ethanol preference in females significantly exceeds that in males at the onset of preference development while in sexually mature rats such a predominance can be ascertained only after the preference development has been completed.